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Following up on recent events, and the current discussion concerning guidelines for (social) psychological research, different research groups in the Netherlands have taken the initiative to explicitly state the central aims they collectively pursue in their work.

Protecting the quality of scientific investigations is of the utmost importance for researchers in the discipline of psychology and in the training and education of scientific research students. General guidelines for researchers working in the Netherlands is the code of conduct for the practice of science, provided by the Association of Universities in the Netherlands (VSNU gedragscode, see  http://www.vsnu.nl/Subsites/Wetenschappelijke-integriteit.htm). For reseachers in psychology, this is supplemented with the code of conduct of the American Psychological Association (APA). This code of conduct pays particular attention to the protection of patients and research participants (see http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/index.aspx).

There are five phases in the practice of (social) psychological research in which scientific researchers are expected to verify that they carefully follow proper procedures. In the education of (upcoming) researchers as well as in the ongoing research of the research groups involved, is guided by the following five aims: 
1. Preparation
Scientific research benefits from careful preparation and is part of a collaborative effort in which researchers consult each other. 
2. Interaction with research participants 
Individuals who participate in scientific research should be treated with care and respect. Information obtained from them is handled confidentially.

3. Data collection
Scientific research must be open to replication. Relevant procedures (treatment of participants, data preparation and –analysis) should be carefully documented.  
4. Analysis and storage of data
Conclusions from research data must be open to verification. Research groups need to install provisions to ensure long term availability of research materials and data for this purpose (at least until five years after publication).  
5. Reporting
Written reports should clearly indicate which steps in the research and data analyses have yielded specific conclusions. It is recommended that this includes an explicit statement indicating the specific responsibilities of each of the researchers involved in the study. 
Checklist for researchers
The specific steps taken to achieve each of these aims may differ, depending on concrete practices and provisions within a given research institute. To clarify how this can be done, and to translate the overall aims into more concrete procedures, the points below are offered as an example of relevant questions to address in each research phase. This list of questions is intended to help researchers verify that they have met each of the research aims – not to impose one specific procedure for all research types. 
1. Preparation
· Is a detailed description of the research question, hypothesis, design and measures available? 

· Has the plan been submitted to colleagues or supervisors for feedback?
· Does the study connect to an ongoing or upcoming research program? 
· Has the study been assessed in terms of its ethical and/or medical implications by a relevant committee? 
2. Research participants 
· Is a registration available of all research participants and the conditions of their participation? 
· Has each research participant provided “informed consent” ?

· Have research participants received a debriefing?

3. Data collection
· Have remarkable aspects of the research procedure or of specific research participants been documented? 
· Are equipment failures noted?

· Is there a list of participants who indicated not taking the study seriously, or who failed to follow instructions?  
4. Analysis and storage of data
· Are all materials relevant to the study (e.g. instructions, questions) and original observations (e.g. video’s, completed (observation) forms, raw data files) stored at a central location?
· Are these research materials and data accessible for other researchers in the project, or can they be made accessible upon request for verification purposes?  
· Are these materials documented in such a way that they can be found an interpreted by others over time – taking into account guidelines concerning confidentiality and anonymity of research participants?  
· Are decision rules and specific steps in (preparatory) data analysis (missing data, treatment of outliers, data-transformations) clearly documented, for instance in an SPSS syntax file? 
5. Reporting

· Is a detailed description of the research procedure (including pretesting and origin of materials) available upon request? 
· Are decision rules and consecutive steps in the research methods and (preparatory) data analysis described clearly and accurately, so that they meet the VSNU code for scientific research and comply with APA guidelines? 
· Does the report that is submitted for publication specify the responsibilities of each of the researchers involved in the study? 

